
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.onslowhistorical.nz                           

Onslowhistorical@gmail.com 

              86 Khandallah Road, Wellington, 6035 

Newsletter Spring 2024 

 

Dear members, kia ora 

 

The WCC Archives Manager, Adrian Humphris, is to host a visit by your Committee 

early next month to view the OHS archives, now securely transferred.  We’re grateful to 

Past President Judy Siers for having overseen that important project through to 

completion.  She recently achieved the deposit of the Johnsonville Community 

Association archives as well.  The transfers are to be commended, given the professional 

and accessible nature of WCC Archives, especially at its new site on Customhouse Quay. 

 

The transfer has allowed us to adjust the main room display at KATE, and we’re pleased 

to have added an early-telephone display.  It’s most fitting for the building, given the 

previous disappointment of some visitors to KATE without finding such information.  

George Walter and John Wilson are to be thanked for their efforts. 

 

Thanks also to our regular KATE hosts, including especially to John Galloway for co-

ordinating hosts and to Claire Bibby for making a useful report about how we can 

improve visitor experience at KATE. 

 

We had a further successful book launch at KATE: Ian Stroud’s Motor Transportation 

book which reproduced many of the photos from the Bell Bus collection held with OHS. 

 

We have three upcoming events: 

The Heritage Festival Walk hosted by Chris Horne on 28 October, which is pretty nearly 

full already, so please let John Galloway know if you wish to tour the historic and 

ecological sites of Moto Kairangi (Miramar Peninsular). jghgalloway@slingshot.co.nz 

 

Members are invited to visit the blooming Halfway House garden on 3 November at 

3pm.  We will be hosted by Claire Bibby for afternoon tea. 

Onslow Historical Society 

Newsletter 
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Please diary the OHS Christmas afternoon tea party to be held on Sunday 24 November 

from 3pm at KATE.  We will have some entertainment and delicious food for you. 

 

OHS intends to have a stall at both the J’ville Xmas market (30 Nov) and the Khandallah 

Village Fair (8 Dec) to demonstrate our local presence and encourage new members. 

 

It’s been great to write a regular weekly “Onslow History” column for the Independent 

Herald.  I’ve written eight now, drawing on Onslow Historians; our other publications; on 

the material in the Johnsonville archives; and from Julie Bremen’s two informative books 

“Wellington’s Northern Suburbs” 1840-1918 and 1919-1945.  Copies of the later are 

available from OHS.  One of my columns is reproduced below for your interest.   

 

Committee member and professional historian John Martin will be editor of future  

Onslow Historian publications. 

 

Viv Chapple, as Chair of the Ngaio Residents & OHS Joint Centenary Committee, has 

applied for WCC funding for next year’s Ngaio Town Hall centenary celebration.   

 

OHS’s lawyer has written twice to Chorus, renewing our lease for a further five-year 

term as provided for in our formal lease.  Chorus take the view however that our right to 

renew is a “typo” and that they are now treating us as if we are on a month-to-month 

arrangement.  Short of putting our case once again, it seems something of a difference of 

views remains.  However, acknowledging their generosity to us for many years and the 

inevitability of disposal, we will express our interest in seeking (somehow) to purchase 

the building.  Of course that will need significant funding and generosity, firstly from 

amongst ourselves.  I’m keen to hear from any members who are in a position to assist us 

financially with this. It’s a wonderful building, and the identity of, and connection with, 

OHS is deeply felt and entwined. 

 

We’ve got a positive and collaborative committee bringing together a number of skills.  

It’s a pleasure to work with them and I thank them all.  Also thanks to Geraldine 

Needham-Girven for keeping our website and Facebook up to date and informative. 

 

Regards & nga mihi to you all, 

 

Felicity Wong 

President 
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28th  October   2024.   Wellington Heritage Festival. 

                                       Guided walk of MotoKairangi / Miramar Peninsular by Chris Horne. 

                                       Meet opposite former Mt Crawford prison gates, Maupuia, at 11.00am. 

      RSVP to onslowhistorical&gmail.com or to John Galloway 478 7603 

 

3rd November 2024.   The Halfway House Visit, Glenside.   

                                      Garden looks great at this time of the year. Cost per head: $5.00  

                                      Meet at The Halfway House, 246 Middleton Road, Glenside,  

     Johnsonville, at 1.00pm 

                                      Bring cash for heritage seeds, Moth & Butterfly postcards or                                      

     vintage seed packets. 

24th November 2024.   Christmas Party at KATE, 86 Khandallah Road at 3.30pm.                   .

      Come and see the changes at KATE.                                                                

.                                      Will this be the last Christmas Party at KATE?  Not to be missed. 

  

8
th

 December   2024.  The Khandallah Village Fair 10.00am -3.00pm.  

                                                                                                             We will have a stand there.  

 

 

9
th    

 March      2025.  Kapiti and Coffee, A visit to Waikanae Kapiti Museum.  

                                     Meet at 9 Elizabeth Street, Waikanae at 2.00pm. Follow by afternoon tea.  

 

 

                                     Next Committee meeting: Saturday 19th October.2024. 

  

  

 

  

 

Coming Events 

ssNewsletter Jan 

2024 

Good turnouts for the book launch of Tom McGrath’s 

book War time secrets  

The Society is now writing stories for the Independent 

Herald. This is a great way of recounting history and 

promoting the Society. 

Job Vacancies.  The Society still needs help with its 

website and Facebook. Someone must know of someone 

who can help, as this is now very urgent.                        

A small honorarium is possible.  

An additional Sunday KATE host is sought.                       

Must be friendly and keen to help others do research. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OHS Membership is now open. 

Now is a good time to get your friends and family to join.                                      

As a financial member of the Society we hope you will encourage other 

people to join. 

 If we do not invite them they may not join. 

 For an annual subscription of only $35.00, they get the Historian Magazine, 

a quarterly emailed newsletter, trips, meetings and access to K.A.T.E. 

Join them up now  

   

 

           

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

  Halfway  

  House and 

  Heritage 

  Garden 
    

    3rd November 
 

The Halfway House is an old name given to an Accommodation House on the 

Porirua Road, halfway between Wellington and Porirua. The first Halfway House 

was licensed to sell alcohol and was occupied by the Wall family, from at least 

1842, possibly earlier. They sold to Anthony McKain in 1849.  McKain's Halfway 

House was licensed and situated in the vicinity of the entrances to present day 

Twigland Gardeners World and Glenside Reserve.  

 

We know this, as its location was marked on a surveyor's map by Thomas Henry 

Fitzgerald when the military men and Māori upgraded the road to Porirua between 

1846 and 1849.  In about 1855, the Halfway House came into the hands of the 

Clapham and Edwards families, hoteliers, related by marriage. From 1866 the 

mail and passenger coach between Wellington and Porirua stopped at the Halfway 

House twice daily. In the 1870's the house was bought by Alexander and Margaret 

Brown. They built the big house we know today as the Halfway House and named 

it Gowan Bank. It was likely built as a private home however the name Halfway 

House continued to be used by locals and is still used today! The old Halfway 

House burned down in 1891. It had been tenanted and was described in 

newspapers as having four rooms and a brick chimney.  

 

After a succession of owners, the big Halfway House and farm was bought by 

Wellington City Council in 1951 for a reserve. Glenside Reserve now comprises 

13 hectares (35 acres). Council restored the house, and it was officially opened in 

2017. The public rooms are furnished with antiques by the Glenside Progressive 

Assn. Inc. and are available for hire to small groups. The gardens have been 

lovingly created and maintained by volunteers from the Glenside community and 

the Halfway House Heritage Gardeners, with the orchard planted in 2016.          

 

 The gardeners only use plants that were in New Zealand before 1900. Many are 

treasured plants from family gardens, handed down through the generations. The 

gardeners maintain an online register of pre 1900 plants in the garden. 

https://www.glenside.org.nz/heritage-gardeners.html Some of the history about 

the early days of the Halfway House is also on the Glenside website 

https://www.glenside.org.nz/halfway-house.html The house is heritage listed on 

the District Plan and the section on which it stands is gazetted Historic Reserve. 

The Hertiage Gardeners are looking forward to hosting the Onslow Historic 

Society in the gardens for an interesting walk and talk and will open the public 

rooms for viewing. 

 

https://www.glenside.org.nz/heritage-gardeners.html
https://www.glenside.org.nz/halfway-house.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

To help promote the Society Felicity Wong has been writing a series of articles for           

The Independent Herald.  

We also have new events coming up, and have reorganized the displays at KATE. 

 

 

 

Quiz Question.                                        

Who and where and when?  



 

 

--- Chorus is the Society’s major sponsor --- 

The Full Story: 28th October 2024.   
 

As part of the Wellington Heritage Festival, OHS is running a guided walk of Moto 

Kairangi / Miramar Peninsular by Chris Horne. 

Meet opposite former Mt Crawford prison gates, Maupuia at 11.00am. 

 Before the ca. 1450 AD Hao Whenua earthquake, Miramar Peninsula was an 

island - Motu Kairangi. 

 The north end of the peninsula from the former Wellington Prison / "Mt 

Crawford" has several distinct flattish areas - these are raised marine terraces:   

1. The area around the old prison and Mt Crawford/Matai-moana - 163 metres;  

2. The site of the women's prison, prison officers' training school and filming 

some Lord of the Rings films; 3. The site of the WW2 anti-aircraft gun battery; 

and 4. The site of Massey Memorial. 

 We will alight from the no. 24 Miramar Heights bus opposite the entrance to the 

former prison built in 1927 .... closed in 2012. 

 We will walk through the Miramar Community Garden, on the site of the former 

prison garden. 

 The area was the site of Te Mahanga Pa, Puhiranga Pa, Mataki-Poinga Pa, 

Puhirangi Pa; Kau-whakaara-waru Kainga, a midden, Maru-kai-kura kainga. 

(The Great Harbour of Tara. G. Leslie Adkin. Whitcombe and Tombs Ltd. 

1959). 

 The area was the site of Fort Ballance, built in the 1880s to counter the threat of 

an invasion by the Russian fleet. It is still standing - north of Scorching Bay. A 

gun pit from that era exists under Massey Memorial. 

 Growing under the pine plantation on our walk past the munitions bunkers we 

will see some native plant species regenerating. 

 As we walk to Chocolate Fish Café - walk in single file - we will see earthworks 

being done to restore the landscape following the removal of some former 

RNZAF WW2 buildings, and a dilapidated wharf linked to the seaplane base; 

also the site of the Sawtooth Building - destroyed by fire. 

 Walking along Shelly Bay Road - often no footpath, so please walk in single file 

- we will see several boxes containing traps placed by Predator-Free Miramar. 

 Climbing the Piki ki Maupuia Walkway up through Carter Park, we will be in 

regenerating native forest. Beyond that we will walk along a terrace with fine 

views of Evans Bay, Kilbirnie and Roseneath. 

 We will wait on Maupuia Rd for a no. 24 Broadmeadows / Johnsonville bus back 

into town. ETA at bus stop ca. 18 minutes past each hour. 

 

 
The Answer to the Quiz Question. 

Kitchener’s Army.   Alex Moore Park, Johnsonville. 1910. 

 


